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Let us humanize globalization

The existence of aglobal villageisa
fact. The media and the new technolo-
gies have brought us closer together, fa-
cilitating information exchange and the
real possibility of sharing knowledge
with mankind. But this positive achieve-
ment, full of possibilities, is being
spoiled dueto the abusive appropriation
that large economic and financial inter-
ests are realizing. The same had hap-
pened with theindustrial revolution and
with the conguests of technology.

We must not become scared, but we
need to know its dynamicsto serve our-
selves better from it and thus benefit all
beings and our surroundings. Humani-
tarian organizations have the duty of
using all the scientific, economic and
technological meansto fight for justice,
for peace and for an approachment to
peoplesin away that fosters atrue cul-
tural exchange; not a sterile syncretism
but rather a fertile process of multiple
beings that creates a new being.

We must invent the future to human-
izethe present. Old wineskinsonly serve
as a reference, but never as an imposi-
tion to contain the new wine. We must
not cling to the past; only to learn from
its lessons and to assume the challenge
of the future, with all the charge of un-
known possibilities.

Some of the characteristics of the so-
called globalization are the opening of
the flow of capital without restrictions,
the weakness of the State in the face of
economic powers and agreater inequal -
ity between countries and between so-
cial sectors. It cannot be positive because
the weakest suffer. Even the State and
the supranational organizations are in
danger. And the weakest people need
institutions that defend them from the
hidden powers and to help them help
themselves. When we predicted the end
of the Nation-State, an obsolete model
due to new technologies that know no
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borders, maybe we did not count on the
necessary institutional supply: federa-
tions, amphictyonies or supranational
entities to fill the vacuum.

On the other hand, the protection of
Human Rights, the management of the
natural environment and peace mainte-
nance affect the international commu-
nity, which should manage those tasks
in a coordinated way. Is it possible to
count on a world government or shall
weinvent more adequate formsto avoid
the danger of George Orwell’s “Big
Brother”? The right proposal of order
and justice will always glide above our
heads, with the danger that the first will
precedethelatter asapriority to admin-
ister justice. Goethe's words, “Order
first, then justice,” can have another in-
terpretation: “We need order as a prod-
uct of justice because that is peace.”

Neoliberal triumphalism of the 1990s
has proved to be empty because it has
made a very few people rich and cre-
ated misery for billions of beings. That

Pura lucha de clases

En un pueblo espafiol, viven Fran-
cisco de 50 afios, MariaJosé de 43y la
madre de ambos de 84. Desempleados,
yano perciben subsidio de paro. Lostres
sobreviven con la pension de la madre:
597 euros mensuales. Esta es una
consecuencia cotidiana, abundante y
draméticadelasituacion econémica. No
solo en Espafia. Fruto delacrisis global
delaque no salimos por los recortes de
presupuesto publico, pues la histeria
contra el déficit mantiene el desempleo
(o lo incrementa), reduce salarios,
ademas de empeguefiecer la seguridad
socia y laeducacion publica

Recortar el déficit publico es
prioridad elevada a dogma. Eso y que
los bancos no den créditos garantizauna
prolongada crisis. Sobre eso, el
economista Juan Torres explica que €
Banco de Pagos Internacionales ha
hecho publico que la banca espafiola es
la més rentable del mundo. Pero esos
rentables bancos no prestan y asi
paralizan la actividad econémica.
Neoliberalismo puro.

Larry Elliott, responsable de
economia de The Guardian, recuerda
que el presidente Roosevelt utilizo €l
gasto publico pararelanzar laeconomia
americanay asi €l pais comenzo a salir
de la crisis de 1929. Pero después,
Roosevelt escuché a quienes graznaban
que el déficit presupuestario seriaintol-
erable para futuras generaciones. Se
recortd el presupuesto... y la economia
norteamericana cayé de nuevo en
recesion. Larecesion se superd cuando
Estados Unidosintervino enla Segunda
GuerraMundial, que supuso un enorme
incremento del gasto publico. Y la
economia funciono. En 1945, acabada

la guerra, el déficit presupuestario
americano a canzaba 250.000 millones
de ddlares, el 120% del PIB. Pero eso
no impidié que Estados Unidos se
convirtiera en la primera potencia
economica.

¢Qué persiguen los neoliberales
cuando insisten tanto en recortar?

Segun Michael Hudson, antiguo
economistaen Wall Street y hoy profesor
en la Universidad de Misoury (Kansas
City), lo que persigue el neoliberalismo
es desintegrar la seguridad social,
neutralizar el sistema estatal de
pensiones y reducir a la minima
expresion la asistencia sanitaria y la
educacion publicas. Desmantelar el
estado social de derecho. Esta politica
nacio tras la caida del muro de Berlin,
en Breton Woods, con €l Consenso de
Washington y laimpagable complicidad

cannot bethe path and thuswe must look
together for valid optionsto control our
social surrounding.

The new age brings challenges
against which we must seek alternative
proposals. There must not be a protest
without a sustainable and feasible pro-
posal.

We are experiencing a change that
takes us from the industrial society to
the information society. It is precise to
substitute the consumerist society for a
sharing society, the society of “security
at all costs’ for asociety with solidarity
asan dternativeto unjustinequality. The
future is here but its signs escape from
our understanding because weignoreits
codes. We drive with our foot on the
pedal aswelook at the rearview mirror.
We experience a mutation of which we
are barely aware. But, thanks to
Niestzsche, we can claim that some-
times, “it is precise to have an inner
chaos to give birth to a shooting star.”

Globalization is increasing inequal-

del FMI y del Banco Mundial. Hoy, la
minoriaprivilegiadaneoliberal controla
la politica econdmica y tiene a su
servicio a la mayoria de gobernantes;
conservadores y socialdemocratas.

Estamos ante una renovada teologia
del neoliberalismo; teologia porque
pretenden que eslaunicapoliticaposible
y no se puede discutir. Teologia
econdmica contra la Seguridad Social
paraurdir un mundo privatizado. Porque
necesitan que desaparezca el sistema
publico de pensiones para que los
asalariados contraten pensiones privadas
y asi laminoria privilegiada dispondria
de fondos ingentes para continuar
especulando sin freno.

Al mismo tiempo, Europa, Gran
Bretafia, China, Japon... se empecinan
en reducir su déficit drésticamente y
también fomentar las exportaciones.

°]

ity in all societies and between the dif-
ferent human communities.

The crumbling of the Communist
model accelerated emergence of an or-
thodox way of thinking and the confu-
sion between a market economy and a
market society.

The expected results of peace that a
new international order would bring
have given way to horribleregional con-
flictsover mattersof ethnic, cultural and
religiousidentity. The emergence of new
forms of excluding nationalism and
tougher responses against the fear to
cultural imperialism, blamed on global-
ization, istaking place.

Opportunitiesare enormoussincethe
confluence of politics with solidarity in
each national society and in theinterna-
tional sphere can beimportant to achieve
amore just economic model. Likeanil-
lustrious politician says, “It is possible
that the most profitable businesswe have
infront of usisthe war against poverty.
>From principles of liberty, justice and
solidarity, the proposal must respond to
the new realities with non-resigned atti-
tudes and with an opening to the neces-
sary cultural exchange as a condition to
open new spaces.”

A progressive vision with solidarity
must find the most sustainable formu-
laefor the emerging society. The authen-
ticraw material isthe capacity of invent-
ing the future. We must be prepared to
assumethis challenge by overcoming the
conditioning of a society that educates
for passivity, squandering, resignation
and the alienating consumerism that
takes away people's personality.

But hope is always posible. But not
hope for the future, but rather of what is
till invisible to our eyes.

José Carlos Garcia Fajardo

Profesor of Contemporary Social and
Political Thought. CCS Director

fajardoccs@solidarios.org.es

Para crecer. Si todos recortan ¢quién
podraimportar? Si nadieimporta cquién
podra exportar? La cuadratura del
circulo.

Ademas, la direccion de la politica
econdmica ha sido cedida a los bancos
centrales, correveidilesdelabanca, para
gue ésta continte especulando y
enriqueciéndose. Son los bancos
centrales quienes dogmatizan que la
Unica politica posible es apretarse el
cinturén y perjudicar a la mayoria
trabajadora. Dicen que asi serecuperara
el sistema financiero. Pero si el sector
financiero solo puede ser rescatado
recortando seguridad social, atencion
sanitaria y educacion, ¢por qué hemos
de rescatarlo?

Y una nota para dejar claro donde
estamos. LaUniversidad de Oxford, con
el apoyo de Naciones Unidas, ha
elaborado un indice mas preciso para
medir la pobreza. Segun el mismo, hay
400 millones de pobresmasen el mundo
delosque creiamos. Pobreesquien dis-
pone de menos de un délar y cuarto
diario. El nuevo indice ademéstiene en
cuenta si se puede acceder o no ala
salud, ala educacion, ala electricidad,
a aguasaludable... Asi resultaqueen el
mundo hay 1.800 millones de personas
que sufren pobreza severa, un 27% de
laHumanidad.

Pura lucha de clases, créanme. Pero
no como en el siglo X1X, patrones con-
tra obreros y viceversa. Es |la perversa
agresion sistemética del obsceno sector
financiero contra los trabajadores, con-
tralos derechos de la inmensa mayoria
de ciudadanos del mundo.

Hay que reaccionar.

Xavier Cafno Tamayo
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